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In 2018, the world’s population increased to 7.6 billion, and 
an additional 2.3 billion people will be living on Earth by 2050, 
according to PRB.

World population continues to grow, and so does PRB. This year’s 
annual report recaps PRB’s remarkable year of growth—in the scope 
of our activities, the number of people we reached, and the size of 
our staff and budget. Our annual budget increased from $8.9 million 
to $10.3 million, and our staff from 51 to 61, with further growth 
expected. Longtime funders have increased their support and new 
funders are joining them. 

We believe our growth is the result of PRB’s strong planning and 
strategy to increase our impact by seeking diverse funding, effective 
partnerships, new opportunities, and skilled staff members with the 
expertise to implement our goals. We expanded our communication 
of population-related issues to our audiences in the United States 
and around the world in 2018, including through a redesigned 
website and an award-winning data visualization on trends in 
U.S. death rates for older adults. Through PRB’s staff and partner 
involvement in the 2018 International Conference on Family 
Planning in Kigali, Rwanda, we also expanded our outreach to and 
training of policymakers, journalists, researchers, and advocates.

Late in 2019, PRB will celebrate our 90th anniversary. Since our 
founding in 1929, we have grown to be a leader in research on 
population, health, and the environment, and communicating that 
information to decisionmakers. Our work today is more relevant 
than ever, and I want to thank you—our sponsors, donors, members, 
partners, and friends—for your ongoing support.  

All the best,

Jeff Jordan
President and CEO20
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OUR MISSION:  PRB informs people about population, health, and 
the environment, and empowers them to use that information to 
advance the well-being of current and future generations. 
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The World Population Is Growing Older
With continued declines in fertility and mortality, the 
global population’s shift toward an older age structure, 
known as population aging, will accelerate. Older adults’ 
(ages 65+) share of the global population increased from 
5 percent in 1960 to 9 percent in 2018 and is projected  
to rise to 16 percent by 2050, with the segment ages 85 
and older growing the fastest. Children’s (ages 0 to 14) 
share is falling, from 37 percent in 1960, to 26 percent  
in 2018, with a projected decrease to 21 percent by 2050. 
The timing and speed of age structure changes vary  
by country, and these changes have important social 
and economic implications.

Each Population Age Structure 
Presents Different Challenges
Population age structure has implications for 
national policy agendas and resource allocation. 
Countries with relatively high fertility and child 
dependency face challenges in investing sufficient 
resources in the development of young people’s 
human capital. If such investments are made, 
these countries have an opportunity to reap 
the economic growth benefits of a larger, better 
educated working-age population. Countries 
experiencing high old-age dependency or 
double dependency (relatively large shares of 
child and older-adult populations) face different 
challenges. They must address the high costs of 
older adults’ medical and long-term care needs 
while also investing in the well-being of and future 
opportunities for younger generations.

Old-Age Labor Force Participation 
Decreases for Men in Developing Regions 
A country’s age structure and its socioeconomic 
and political contexts can influence the labor force 
participation rate (LFPR) of older adults. At the same time, 
old-age LFPR can impact countries’ policies and social 
support structures. Rates vary considerably by country. 
Overall, they tend to be higher in countries in the high  
and moderate child dependency categories. However, 
many countries in these categories, including the 
Philippines, show an emerging pattern of decline 
in older men’s LFPR. In contrast, older adults’ LFPR  
is generally rising in high old-age dependency category 
countries. This rise is driven in part by longer life 
expectancies and policies that provide incentives  
to keep older adults in the formal labor market.  
Older women’s LFPR is increasing in many countries 
around the world, spurred by social security reforms  
and changing cultural norms.

The Child Poverty Rate in the United States Has Exceeded  
the Rate for Older Adults Since 1974
The poverty rate is one important indicator of economic well-being that varies widely across 
age groups. In the mid-1960s, 29 percent of U.S. adults ages 65 and older lived in poverty, 
compared with 18 percent of children under age 18. However, trends in poverty rates for 
these two age groups have diverged markedly since 1974, with the rate among older adults 
decreasing, and the rate among children rising to new peaks in the mid-1980s, mid-1990s,  
and from 2010 to 2012 following the Great Recession. Entitlement programs such as Social 
Security and Medicare have been effective in reducing poverty among older adults, but their 
costs have been rising rapidly as the U.S. population ages. With limited resources, the United 
States will continue to face difficult trade-offs in improving the well-being of both children and 
older adults. Investing resources today to reduce poverty among children can increase their 
future productive capacity and help offset the costs of an aging population.

High Child Dependency
High child dependency 
ratio (>45) and low old-age 
dependency ratio (<15).

Moderate Child Dependency
Moderate child dependency 
ratio (29-45) and low old-age 
dependency ratio (<15).

Double Dependency
Moderate child dependency 
ratio (29-45) and high old-age 
dependency ratio (≥15).

High Old-Age Dependency
Low child dependency 
ratio (<29) and high old-age 
dependency ratio (≥15).

Low Overall Dependency
Low child dependency 
ratio (<29) and low old-age 
dependency ratio (<15).

Countries by Age Dependency Category, 2018

Percent of Persons in Poverty by Age Group in the United States, 1966-2016
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Notes  
The Data Sheet lists all geopolitical entities 
with populations of 150,000 or more and all 
members of the UN, including sovereign states, 
dependencies, overseas departments, and some 
territories whose status or boundaries may be 
undetermined or in dispute. More developed 
regions, following the UN classification, comprise 
all of Europe and North America, plus Australia, 
Japan, and New Zealand. All other regions  
and countries are classified as less developed.  
The least developed countries consist of 47 
countries with especially low incomes, high 
economic vulnerability, and poor human 
development indicators. The criteria and list  
of countries, as defined by the UN, can be found  
at http://unohrlls.org/about-ldcs/.  

World and Regional Totals: Regional population 
totals are independently rounded and include 
small countries or areas not shown. Regional 
and world rates and percentages are weighted 
averages of countries for which data are available. 
Regional averages are shown when data or 
estimates are available for at least three-quarters 
of the region’s population.  

World Population Data Sheets from different  
years should not be used as a time series. 
Fluctuations in values from year to year often 
reflect revisions based on new data or estimates 
rather than actual changes in levels.  

Germany

Japan

United States

Brazil

Phillippines

Tanzania

Labor Force Participation Rate Among Adults Ages 65 and Older by Sex (%)

Males 2000-2004

Males 2000

Males 2014-2017

Males 2015/2016

Females 2014-2017

Females 2015/2016

Females 2000-2004

Females 2000
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55
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47
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Note: Lighter shaded areas show projected shares from 2018 through 2050.

Source: United Nations Population Division, World Population Prospects: The 2017 Revision (New York: United Nations, 2017). 

Notes: Israel is the only country with both a high child dependency ratio 
(>45) and a high old-age dependency ratio (≥15). It is included in the 
double dependency category.

Source: United Nations Population Division, World Population Prospects:  
The 2017 Revision (New York: United Nations, 2017).

Note: The net upper-secondary school 
enrollment rate is calculated by dividing the 
number of students enrolled who are of the 
official age group for a given level of education 
by the population for the same age group and 
multiplying the result by 100.

Source: United Nations Educational,  
Scientific, and Cultural Organization 
(UNESCO), Institute for Statistics, “Data for the 
Sustainable Development Goals,” accessed at 
http://uis.unesco.org/.

Note: The old-age labor force participation rate  
is defined as the number of individuals ages  
65 and older participating in the labor force— 
by working for pay either part-time or full-time  
or actively looking for work—as a percentage  
of the total population ages 65 and older. 

Source: International Labor Organization, 
Database of Labor Statistics; U.S. Census Bureau, 
International Population Reports, P95/16-1,  
An Aging World: 2015 (Washington, DC: U.S. 
Government Publishing Office, 2016); United 
Nations, Population Division, World Population 
Ageing 2015 (New York: United Nations, 2015).Source: PRB analysis of data from the U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, Annual Social and Economic Supplement. 

Sources  
The rates and figures are primarily compiled from 
the following sources: national statistical offices’ 
websites, regional organizations’ websites,  
online databases, statistical yearbooks, and 
bulletins from various countries; demographic 
surveys such as the Demographic and Health 
Surveys, Multiple Indicator Cluster Surveys, and 
Performance and Monitoring Accountability 2020 
Surveys; the UN Demographic Yearbook 2016 and 
Population and Vital Statistics Report of the UN 
Statistics Division; World Population Prospects:  
The 2017 Revision, World Contraceptive Use 
2018, and World Urbanization Prospects: The 
2018 Revision of the UN Population Division; 
the International Data Base of the International 
Programs Center, U.S. Census Bureau; World 
Development Indicators online database of 
the World Bank; AIDSinfo online database of 
the UNAIDS; and FAOSTAT online database 
of the Food and Agricultural Organization of 
the United Nations. The sources also include 
direct communication with demographers and 
country experts from around the world. Specific 
data sources may be obtained by contacting 
the authors of the 2018 World Population Data 
Sheet. For countries with complete registration of 
births and deaths, rates are those most recently 
reported. For more developed countries,  
vital rates refer to 2017 or 2016. 

Definitions 
MID-2018 POPULATION AND PROJECTED 
POPULATION, 2030 AND 2050   
Current estimates and projections are based on a 
recent census, official national data, or analyses 
conducted by national statistical offices, regional 
organizations, PRB, UN Population Division, or 
International Programs of the U.S. Census Bureau. 
The effects of refugee movements, large numbers 
of foreign workers, and population shifts due to 
current events are taken into account to the extent 
possible. Projected populations are based on 
reasonable assumptions on the future course  
of fertility, mortality, and migration. 

Upper-Secondary School Enrollment Rate by Sex (%)
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Please support us. The World Population Data Sheet reaches tens of thousands of people worldwide who count on it  
for essential data and insights. Please help PRB maintain its commitment to this and other public information  

products by visiting prb.org and clicking on the “Donate” button at the top right side of the page.

View our interactive Annual Report to learn more about PRB’s activities and impact at prb.org/annualreport

PRB’s 2018 World Population  
Data Sheet is available in English  
and French at worldpopdata.org.  
Also online, find a customized  
digital data sheet with an interactive 
map, chart, and table tool.
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Most Populous Countries (Millions)

20
18 CHINA INDIA

UNITED 
STATES INDONESIA BRAZIL PAKISTAN NIGERIA BANGLADESH RUSSIA MEXICO

1,394 1,371 328 265 209 201 196 166 147 131

20
50 INDIA CHINA NIGERIA

UNITED 
STATES INDONESIA PAKISTAN BRAZIL

CONGO,  
DEM. REP. BANGLADESH ETHIOPIA

1,680 1,344 411 390 320 307 231 216 202 191

Total Fertility Rates, 2018
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NIGER CHAD
CONGO,  

DEM. REP. SOMALIA ANGOLA MALI
BURKINA  

FASO NIGERIA BURUNDI GAMBIA
7.2 6.4 6.3 6.3 6.2 6 5.5 5.5 5.5 5.4

LO
W

ES
T

SOUTH KOREA SINGAPORE TAIWAN
BOSNIA-

HERZEGOVINA MOLDOVA SPAIN ITALY GREECE UKRAINE ROMANIA
1.1 1.2 1.2 1.3 1.3 1.3 1.3 1.3 1.3 1.4

Percent of Population by Age Group, 1960-2050

1960

1960

1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 2020

2018

2030 2040 2050

2050

What Is Age Structure?

Age structure is the share 
of the total population in 
each age group. Population 
aging is measured by the 
relative share of older 
people in the population. 

What Is a Dependency Ratio?

A dependency ratio is the number of 
people in a dependent age group (those 
under age 15 or ages 65 and older) 
divided by the number in the working-
age group (ages 15 to 64), multiplied by 
100. For instance, a child dependency 
ratio of 45 means there are 45 children  
for every 100 working-age individuals.

BIRTH AND DEATH RATE   
The annual number of births and deaths  
per 1,000 total population.  

RATE OF NATURAL INCREASE  
The birth rate minus the death rate,  
expressed as a percentage. This value represents 
the estimated rate of population growth without 
regard for migration.  

NET MIGRATION RATE 
The estimated net migration  
(immigration minus emigration) per 1,000 
population. For some countries, data are  
derived as a residual from estimated birth,  
death, and population growth rates.  

INFANT MORTALITY RATE   
The annual number of deaths of infants under age 
1 per 1,000 live births. Decimals indicate national 
statistics reported as completely registered;  
those without are estimates from the sources cited 
above. Rates shown in italics are based on fewer 
than 50 annual infant deaths and, as a result,  
are subject to considerable yearly variability;  
rates shown for such countries are estimated  
from an average of the previous three years.

TOTAL FERTILITY RATE   
The average number of children a woman would 
have assuming that current age-specific birth 
rates remain constant throughout her childbearing 
years (usually considered to be ages 15 to 49).  

GNI PER CAPITA PPP, 2017   
($ CURRENT INTERNATIONAL)   
GNI per capita PPP is gross national income  
in purchasing power parity (PPP) divided  
by mid-year population.  

PERCENT URBAN  
Percentage of the total population living in areas 
termed “urban” by that country or by the UN.  

POPULATION PER SQUARE KILOMETER  
OF ARABLE LAND  
The mid-year 2018 population divided  
by the square kilometers of arable land.  

CONTRACEPTIVE USE   
The percentage of currently married or “in 
union” women (unless otherwise indicated) of 
reproductive age who are currently using any form 
of contraception. Modern methods comprise clinic 
and supply methods, including the pill, injectable, 
implant, IUD, condom, and sterilization. The 
inclusions of lactational amenorrhea and/or 
Standard Days Method in modern methods vary 
across countries. Data are from the most recently 
available national-level surveys since 2000. Data 
prior to 2012 are shown in italics.  

AGES 15-49 WITH HIV/AIDS BY SEX, 2017   
The percentage of the population ages 15 to 49 
living with HIV/AIDS. 

LIFE EXPECTANCY AT BIRTH/AGE 65 BY SEX  
The average number of years a newborn infant 
or a 65-year-old can expect to live under current 
mortality rates. 

POPULATION AGES <15/AGES 65+,  
2018 AND 2050  
The current percentage estimates and projections 
of the total population in those age groups,  
which are often considered the “dependent ages.”

POPULATION IN 2050 AGES <15/AGES 65+  
AS A MULTIPLE OF 2018 POPULATION 
A ratio of the projected 2050 population ages 
<15 or ages 65+ over the 2018 population for 
corresponding ages. For example, a ratio of 2 for 
those ages <15 indicates that the 2050 population 
for that age group is projected to be twice the 
size of its 2018 population. This indicator was 
calculated using unrounded numbers. Thus, the 
numbers may not match the calculation using the 
rounded population size and percent that appear 
on the data sheet.

For additional notes, see the reverse side.

Data prepared by PRB demographers  
Toshiko Kaneda, Charlotte Greenbaum,  
and Kaitlyn Patierno. 

© August 2018. Population Reference Bureau.  
All rights reserved. ISSN 0085-8315 

Cover photo: Seng Kit Loy / EyeEm.

CORE THEMES

CHILDREN  
& FAMILIES

AGING HEALTH  
& NUTRITION

POPULATION 
CHANGE

PEOPLE, HEALTH, 
PLANET

INEQUALITY 
& POVERTY

FAMILY PLANNING & 
REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH

YOUTHGENDER

INFORM  |  EMPOWER  |  ADVANCE  |  prb.org

Projected share of world 
population ages <15  
in 2050, vs. 26% in 2018.21%The world 

population  
in 2018.
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BILLION

Projected share of world 
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in 2050, vs. 9% in 2018.16%

worldpopdata.org

2018

WORLD
POPULATION
DATA SHEET
With a Special Focus on Changing Age Structures

Check out the 
digital data sheet 
to view interactive 
maps, videos, 
Q&A, and more 
exclusive content at 
worldpopdata.org.

Investing in Education Can Power 
Countries’ Economic Growth 
Upper-secondary education (that is, secondary 
education at advanced levels) can equip  
young people with the knowledge and skills 
they need to be competitive in the workforce, 
helping them to earn more and fueling continued 
economic growth. Secondary education  
also has transformative health and economic 
benefits for girls, including delaying age at first 
marriage and age at first birth. Upper secondary 
school enrollment is increasing in many regions 
but remains relatively low in many countries in  
the high child dependency category. Such 
countries, including Ethiopia and Guatemala,  
must invest in improved access to upper-secondary  
education to develop a workforce able to 
accelerate economic growth.

The Population Reference Bureau informs people around the world about population, health, and the environment,  
and empowers them to use that information to advance the well-being of current and future generations.  

51

To order PRB publications  
(discounts available for bulk orders):
• Online at www.prb.org
• E-mail: popref@prb.org
• Call toll-free: 800-877-9881
• Fax: 202-328-3937
• Mail: 1875 Connecticut Ave., NW,  

Suite 520, Washington, DC 20009.

POPULATION REFERENCE BUREAU

U.S. CENSUS & THE AMERICAN 
COMMUNITY SURVEY
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PRB.ORG
1875 Connecticut Avenue, NW, Suite 520 
Washington, D.C. 20009 USA
800-877-9881
popref@prb.org

Stay connected 
with PRB

@prbdata

The 2018 edition of our signature product, World Population Data Sheet, 
explored how shifts in a country’s age structure over time can have important 
implications for its economic and social trajectory, resource allocations, and 
policy agendas. Many countries experiencing increases in their older adult 
population may face challenges balancing the pension, health, and other 
benefits that older adults typically receive with investments in the well-being of 
younger generations.

200 COUNTRIES INCLUDED IN THE 
YOUTH AND NCDS DATA CENTER

INFORMATION 
PRODUCTS PUBLISHED

162

2,100+

MEMBERS OF THE  
AMERICAN COMMUNITY SURVEY  

ONLINE FORUM



PRB developed an interactive, online data visualization showing trends in U.S. 
death rates since 1980 for men and women ages 55 and older by state. Its 
examination of regional disparities highlights the concentration of higher adult 
death rates in the South. The product was featured at a congressional briefing 
in April and won a best data visualization award at the Association of Public 
Data Users 2018 annual conference.

21COMMUNITIES ESTABLISHED 
AND/OR SUPPORTED 
TO PROMOTE DIALOGUE 
WITH DECISIONMAKERS 

412
PEOPLE TRAINED OR 

SUPPORTED THROUGH 
CAPACITY-BUILDING 

EFFORTS

U.S. Adult Death Rates 
Falling, But South Not 

Keeping Pace



An expert consultation in collaboration with PACE—Policy, Advocacy, 
Communication Enhanced for Population and Reproductive Health—expanded 
the concept of the demographic dividend—the accelerated economic growth 
that can occur as a population age structure matures, given strategic 
investments in health, education, economic policy, and governance. PRB’s 
original analysis associates countries’ population age distribution with the 
likelihood of their experiencing high levels of four dividends—health, education, 
economic growth, and political stability—as median age increases, based on 
many countries’ experiences from the 1970s to 2010s.

2.6M
PRB.ORG USERS 

4.6M
PRB PAGE VIEWS

50,000+

ENGAGEMENTS ACROSS 
SOCIAL MEDIA

The Four Dividends: How 
Age Structure Change Can 

Benefit Development



Annie E. Casey Foundation

Anonymous Donor

Appalachian Regional 
Commission

Association of Monterey Bay 
Area Governments 

AstraZeneca UK Limited

Bill & Melinda Gates 
Foundation

Brandon Roberts + 
Associates, LLC 

David and Lucile Packard 
Foundation 

Education Sub-Saharan 
Africa 

Eunice Kennedy Shriver 
National Institute of 
Child Health and Human 
Development 

Habitat Seven

Hubert H. Humphrey 
Fellowship Program, Emory 
University, Rollins School of 
Public Health

Junior Achievement USA 

Kettering Foundation 

Lucile Packard Foundation 
for Children's Health

Michigan Center on the 
Demography of Aging, 
University of Michigan

NORC at the University of 
Chicago

The Palladium Group 

Population Council

Underwriters Laboratories

United States Agency for 
International Development

United States Census 
Bureau 

Vital Strategies 

William and Flora Hewlett 
Foundation

OUR FINANCIALS

OUR SUPPORTERS

PRB extends our sincere appreciation to all supporters, partners, and contributors 
whose assistance helped make 2018 such a successful year. Our partners represent 
a wide range of civil society organizations, researchers, and intergovernmental 
agencies; contributors support us at all levels, from $1 to more than $5,000. 

We truly would not be where we are today without you. Thank you.

2018 
REVENUE 

BY SOURCE

Federal government 50%

Foundations 48%

Interest and dividends 1%

Contributions, dues, subscriptions, 
and sale of publications

1%

2018 
EXPENSE

RATIO

Ninety-seven cents of every dollar 
raised by PRB goes to fund our 
program activities. 

Programs 97%

Support services 3%

Explore our financials in detail:
PRB.ORG/ANNUALREPORT

View all supporters, partners, and contributors at:
PRB.ORG/ANNUALREPORT

Sources of support during the fiscal 
year ending Sept. 30, 2018.
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